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WHAT’S NEW

A contingent of staff and 
students from Texas A&M, 
one of the most prominent 
universities in the USA, 
has arrived at Otago for a 
16 day visiting academic 
programme.

Led by Professor Nirmal 
Goswami, Director of 
International Studies Minor 
at the Kingsville campus, 
the group of 13 students 
will take part in a Pacific 
Studies Programme created 
specifically for them.

Director of Summer 
School & Continuing 
Education, Dr Elaine 
Webster, says Texas A&M 
is a partner university with 
Otago and the request to 
host a visiting academic 
programme came through 
the International Office  
in 2010.

“They will be studying 
New Zealand and the 
Pacific while they are 
here. It is an area we have 
specialists in, covering 
areas such as economics, 
history, politics and of 
course Te Tumu, School 
of Mäori, Pacific and 
Indigenous Studies.

“There will also be field 
trips such as a marae 
visit to Karitane and also 
a tour of the Orakanui 
Ecosanctuary.”

Dr Webster says Professor 
Goswami will also 
give a guest lecture 
in the Department of 
Politics, another of the 
group will be involved 
with the Department 
of Anthropology & 
Archaeology and they are 
also involved in a project 
with Paul Enright and 
students from Logan Park 
High School.

There is scope for a 
reciprocal visit by Otago at 
some stage in the future.

Texas A&M  
at Otago

Samoa celebrated 50 years of independence last 
month. Seven Otago staff and students travelled to 
take part in a march past and then in an alumni 
function organised by the Development & Alumni 
Relations Office. During the march past (pictured 
above with Pacific Islands Centre Manager Tofilau 
Nina Kirifi Alai at the far right ) they were joined by 
about 20 graduates working and living in Samoa. 

The alumni evening was held at the National 
University of Samoa Fale with over 100 alumni and 
their families attending, plus parents of some 

current students and distinguished guests. These 
included the Deputy PM of Samoa Hon. Fonotoe 
Pierre Meredith, a law graduate from Otago, and 
other MPs, as well as the Ambassador of USA to 
NZ and Samoa and the High Commissioner of NZ 
to Samoa. The event was hosted by Vice-
Chancellor (Academic & International) Professor 
Vernon Squire, supported by Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
(International) Professor Sarah Todd, Tofilau Nina 
Kirifi Alai and the Head of Alumni Relations 
Alison Finigan.

Celebrating Samoa

Doctors Orchestra in concert
Otago medical alumni and students played to a 
sell-out audience and standing ovations in 
Nelson during the inaugural New Zealand 
Doctors Orchestra concert last month.

The 65 member orchestra enthusiastically 
performed Lilburn’s Aotearoa overture, 
Schumann’s piano concerto, Puccini arias and 
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No 5 under the baton 
of conductor Mark Hodgkinson.

Two soloists starred; Nelson surgeon Adrian 
Secker and Christchurch physiotherapist and 
soprano Tara Martin (pictured).

The weekend was a highlight for the co-
ordinators, double-bassist Professor Tim 
Wilkinson and his wife, violinist Lynette 
Murdoch, and their trumpet playing son Tom, 
currently a fourth year medical student at 
UOW.

The NZDO is modeled on similar orchestras in 
Australia and Europe, with all takings donated 
to charity, in this case the Nelson Hospice.

Christchurch physiotherapist and soprano, Tara Martin, sings 
Puccini arias at the sell-out NZ Doctors Orchestra concert at 
the Nelson School of Music.

This year’s Winter Lecture Series promises 
to enlighten audiences in Wellington and 
Auckland, with ‘Genetics: the good the bad and 
the controversy’.

The series, in association with Genetics Otago, 
has just got underway and will feature world-
renowned bio-ethicist and psychiatrist Robert 
Klitzman from Columbia University who will 
tackle the topic ‘Am I my genes: Confronting 
fate and family secrets in the age of genetic 
testing’ (Auckland on Monday 6 August and 
Wellington on Wednesday 8 August).

The rest of the lecture series will run on 
Wednesdays in Wellington and Thursdays 
in Auckland until the end of August and 
will feature key Otago thinkers including 
geneticists, social anthropologists, biochemists 
and even a marketing scholar, each adding their 
perspective to the genetics debate.

•	 Wellington: James Cook Hotel Grand 
Chancellor, functions rooms.

•	 Auckland: University of Otago Auckland 
Centre, Queens Street.

Lecture Series has genetics focus




